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Greetings and welcome to the spring edition of our GCAOSA Newsletter.  
 
It’s been four years since I first stepped on to the GCAOSA Board. Little did I know! 
Up until then, as a chapter member, I would come in dutifully for the amazing PD 
workshops, partake of the plethora of delicious goodies, meet friends and go back 
to work energized. I did not know then about the colossal amount of work that goes 
on behind the scenes to run the workshops, and to keep the chapter aligned with 

the national AOSA. Each workshop is planned two years in advance, Orff instruments and A/V 
equipment need to be maintained and stored, the constitution needs to be aligned with AOSA yet 
pertinent to the local needs of our region, presenters need to be contacted and contracted, the li-
brary current, the finances balanced, the website and archives maintained. These are but a few 
tasks that require a small army, but are instead distributed among a small number of incredibly dedi-
cated people who work very hard and give of themselves simply because they are passionate about 
Orff Schulwerk. 
 
In June, I will finish my term as President, and will step into the advisory role of Past President. Also 
coming to the end of their terms of office are our talented Past President Marnie Macke, our dedi-
cated Program Chair Jennifer Schramm, our hard working ‘schlepper’ Assistant Program Chair Les-
ley Pretkelis, and our selfless Corresponding Secretary Janet Tindell,  who diligently took on the tre-
mendous responsibility of the office for many years. 
 
Included in this Newsletter, are the statements of the candidates standing for elections. I cannot em-
phasize enough the importance of every chapter member having a say. Please read the statements 
of each of the candidates and cast your vote. Please mail the ballots, or bring them to the April work-
shop. We will stop the ballot collection process at 10 a.m. and present the elected officers at break. 
 
Another important deadline coming up is that for the summer workshop scholarships. Please email 
Marnie Macke for the forms. The forms are due to Marnie on or before April 26. The board will make 
these decisions on April 26. Another avenue to obtain scholarships for Levels workshops and mas-
terclasses is the American Center of Elemental Music and Movement’s Second Beacon Scholarship 
Award for summer 2014. The deadline is May 7 and the form is available at their website 
www.acemm.us 
 
As you are probably aware, our chapter will be playing during the Banner Roll Call at the Welcome 
Ceremony for the National AOSA Professional Development Conference in Nashville, TN, in Novem-
ber. If you are planning to attend the conference, please do join with other like-minded chapter mem-
bers. The next rehearsal will be after the workshop on April 26 from 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. Light refresh-
ments will be provided. 

http://www.acemm.us/
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As a chapter, we have achieved much in these last three months. We’ve had a great chapter share 
in January. 6 chapter members, Peter Hinch, Melissa Marchman, Marnie Macke, Mary Ann Loda, 
Jennifer Schramm, and myself, presented at the ILMEA. I presented at IMEA. Peter Hinch, Meg 
Dooley-Binder, and Marcie Kumor presented at the DuPage County In-Service. Our very own Jean 
Hersey, my level 1 teacher, was our clinician in February. In March, after a full year of thoughtful dis-
cussion we voted in the eighth revision of our chapter’s constitution. 
 
We have achieved much, but there is so much more to be done. Please invite your colleagues and 
any music education student or new teacher you may know to attend our workshops. We hope to 
spread the wealth that is Orff Schulwerk among as many teachers as we can. 
 
On a personal note, I do wish to share with you the news about my impending spring and summer 
publications with Hal Leonard, “ InterAct with Assessments” and “Technology in Today’s Music 
Classroom: Active Music Making with Tablets, Computers, Projectors, and Interactive Whiteboards.” 
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve as your President. I have learned much. I am hum-
bled by the experience, which has shown me how much more there is yet to learn.  
 
I wish you all a merry spring and look forward to seeing you on April 26. 
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Orff Levels Training Grants 
 
GCAOSA provides grants for Summer Levels Training. Applications are available from Marnie 
Macke at mackemusic@mail.com and on the GCAOSA website. Grants are awarded to GCAOSA 
members as follows: 
 
  1.  Must be a member of GCAOSA for at least  2 years 
  2.  Member must provide registration and  course documentation 
  3.  Grant money will only be paid directly to  the  university/college 
  4.  Grants will be awarded at the discretion of  the GCAOSA Executive Board 
  5.  All applications must be received by the  April workshop. 
  6.  Write an article to be printed in the chapter   newsletter. 

Coming in April -  
 
Don DuPont and 
Brian Hiller 
 
“Viva la Musica” 
 
 
 

The goal of this workshop is to provide elemen-
tary music specialists with a variety of learning 
activities that can be used with success right 
away in their music classrooms. Many elements 
of music will be explored and will incorporate 
Orff Schulwerk media including speech, sing-
ing, movement, unpitched and pitched percus-
sion instruments as well as recorder. All activi-
ties will support curricular goals and state stan-
dards. Folk songs, original material as well as 
pieces from the volumes will be explored. 

Coming Next Year         Jennifer Schramm 

 
What's new for next year at 
GCAOSA?  We begin the year 
on September 20, 2014 with folk 
dancing as  Peter and Mary 
Amidon weave us 
'round the room.  

They are followed by Connie Van 
Engen on October 18, 2014.  We 
won the bid for her presentation 
from AOSA's auction of presenters. 
She will bring us “Playful Process - 
Serious Thought”.  The Chapter 
Share is January 24, 2015 with a Make and 
Take Manipulatives as our emphasis.  Our own 

storyteller Thom Borden will visit us 
on February 21, 2015. He will be 
leading us into Orff activities con-
nected to children's 
literature. Brent Holl, 
proprietor of Beatin' 
Path Publications. will 
present Upper Ele-

mentary Orff activities on March 
21, 2015.  The year of workshops 
will end on April 18, 2015 with Jay 
Broeker, who will lead us into sequential teach-
ing with his workshop titled “Planning for Under-
standing:  Curriculum Development with the 
Schulwerk”.  It looks like next year will be great! 

 

Music City Montage 

2014 AOSA Professional Development Conference 
Nashville, Tennessee 
November 6-8, 2014 

March Rummage Sale 
 
We had a very successful 
rummage sale at our March 
workshop. There was a won-
derful assortment of music 
and instruments donated and $266 was raised to 
benefit the Summer Levels Grant fund.  A huge 
thank you to everyone who donated an item and 
to everyone who purchased something.  
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January Chapter Share 

February  
Jean Hersey 
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March - Paul Weller 
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Nominees for GCAOSA Board  
 
Vice President 

 
Jennifer Schramm has been teaching for over 25 years and currently teaches at 
Mark Twain Elementary in Niles. She earned a B.M. and has completed Orff Certi-
fication Levels I, II, & III, and Kodály Levels I, II & III. Jennifer has been an active 
member of GCAOSA for 20 years and is a member of AOSA. She is also a mem-
ber of CAKE. Jennifer has presented at our Chapter Share, the Midwest Kodaly 
Conference in Milwaukee, and at IMEA. She has previously served on the 

GCAOSA Board as Assistant Program Chair, Program Chair, and Member-at-large. 
 
Statement: I enjoy serving others and training up new teachers. I hope to continue on the board as 
we practice the Orff approach. 

 
Pam Wiese has been teaching for 24 years and currently teaches at Longfellow Ele-
mentary in Oak Park. She earned a B.A. from Concordia College in Moorhead, Minne-
sota and an M.A. from Concordia University in River Forest, Illinois.  She has com-
pleted Orff Certifications Levels I, II, & III. Pam has been an active member of 
GCAOSA for over 20 years and is a member of AOSA. She is also a member of the 
American Recorder Society and co-directs an Early Music Workshop in Whitewater, 
Wisconsin.  
 

Statement: GCAOSA is one of the most valuable music education professional development oppor-
tunities in the Chicagoland area. As common core takes up more and more of professional develop-
ment funds we need to keep this resource a viable opportunity for general music specialists to hone 
their craft. GCAOSA has been an invaluable resource for my career and me. Through becoming a 
board member I hope to help GCAOSA continue to be a professional development resource for mu-
sic educators in the Chicagoland area for years to come.  

 
 
Program Chair 
 

Jason Krumwiede has been teaching for 15 years and currently teaches at St. Fran-
cis Xavier School in Winnetka. He earned a B.A. in Music & Theatre from Minot State 
University in North Dakota, a MFA in Musical Theatre from Roosevelt Chicago’s Col-
lege of Performing Arts, and has completed Orff Levels I & II. Jason has been an ac-
tive member of GCAOSA for 2 years and is a member of AOSA.  
 
Statement: With a background of performance and 15 years teaching K-12 (5 years K
-8 and 9 years as a High School Choral teacher, and 1 year college adjunct) I have a 
well rounded base of knowledge, talents as well as an ongoing eagerness to learn. I 

have completed 2 of my levels and this summer will have completed my Orff Schulwerk certification 
and will be beginning my Dalcroze certification as movement is a strong passion of mine and I love 
using it as a tool to jump start a student's love and understanding of music and musicality. Working 
both as a teacher and a performer, I find myself at “home” with people, being a leader and a team 
player.  
 
Continued on pg. 10 
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GCAOSA Board Ballot 

 
  
 Vice President       Program Chair  
 ___Jennifer Schramm      ___Jason Krumwiede 
 ___Pam Wiese       ___Marcie Kumor    
 
 Corresponding Secretary     Assistant Program Chair  
 ___        ___Leslie Thornton 
         ___Carol Vrotney  
  
 
 
Mail completed ballot to Manju Durairaij 1636 Sunnyside Ave. Westchester, IL 60154 by April 10th 
or bring to the April 26

th
 workshop. 

Marcie Kumor  has been teaching for 20 years and currently teaches at Minooka 
Intermediate School in Minooka.  She earned a B.M from Saint Mary’s College, a 
M.M. from Texas A&M, and has completed Orff Levels I, II, III & IV. Marcie also 
attended the summer class at the Orff Institute. She has been an active member 
of GCAOSA for 10 years and is a member of AOSA. She has previously served 
on the board as Assistant Program Chair and currently serves as the Webmaster. 
 
Statement: I have enjoyed being a member of GCAOSA for the last ten years. I 
hope to serve the chapter by carrying on the tradition of finding the best Orff clini-

cians and helping our monthly workshops run smoothly. 

 
Assistant Program Chair 

 
Leslie Thornton has been teaching for 23 years and currently teaches at Everett Ele-
mentary in Lake Forest. She earned a B.M. from Northwestern University, a M.M. from 
Northeastern Illinois University, and has completed Orff Levels I & II. Leslie has been 
an active member of GCAOSA for 2 years and is a member of AOSA.  
 
Statement: After ten years of teaching, I obtained my Orff Level 1 Certification.  Orff 
changed my world!!  I want to use my efforts to support Orff and will do my best to per-
form the duties of this office to the best of my abilities 

 
Carol Vrotney has been teaching for  over 20 years and currently teaches at St. 
Matthias, S. Margaret Mary, and St. Thomas of Villanova in Chicago. She earned a 
B.M. and M.M from Ball State University and has completed Orff Certification Lev-
els I & II. Carol has been an active member of GCAOSA for 10 years and is a 
member of AOSA. She has previously served on the GCAOSA Board as Assistant 
Program Chair and member-at-large. 
 
Statement: I am running for assistant program chair because I would like to give 

back to our wonderful Chicago Chapter!  It would be gratifying to know that a positive contribution is 
being made on my behalf, for an organization that I believe in. 


