
 CHICAGO 
   SCHULWERK 
Greater Chicago American Orff Schulwerk Association                         Fall 2009 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. Thom Borden 

Can I Be of Service? 

I hope that your Fall Season has begun with many 

successes.  There are so many wonderful and excit-

ing opportunities to share with you in the coming 

months.  With the National Conference in Milwaukee 

only days away, our own chapter share only weeks 

away and our Illinois State Music Conference in Peo-

ria quickly approaching, I wanted to take a few mo-

ments to reflect on the opportunities we have for ser-

vice. 

Recently, I was asked to share a session for another 

out-of-state chapter.  After accepting the invitation to 

share, I was reminded that they were a struggling 

chapter and that they would only be able to afford my 

hotel expenses.  I have to admit that the challenge of 

service was confronting me in full color.  To share 

with the group might cost me some time and energy 

out of my own resources – but to encourage others 

or perhaps open the “Orff” door to new teachers 

seemed a greater charge. 
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So after returning from that chapter, I find 

myself asking, “What other opportunities 

are there to share that might open the Orff 

world to new minds?”  There are many 

times that I find I’m “too tired” or “too busy” 

to accept the additional responsibility – but 

I’m reflecting in wonder if there might have 

been a door to open for another as mine 

was opened so many years ago.   

 

With that in mind, I’d like to take the oppor-

tunity to put forth the challenge for each of 

you.  I know that many of you share of your 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE cont. 

talents and services daily – but here’s one more for thought.  Is there a local teacher that you could 

invite to the National Conference for a day?  It’s so close, that a day at National might be a wonder-

ful holiday gift.  Or how about the next chapter share in January?  Is there a local music colleague 

that hasn’t attended our workshops?  Why not call and invite that music friend to ride along.  I’ve 

added so many little tricks to my teaching skills from those in our group.  Maybe the state music con-

ference?  I know that many of us find Peoria to be quite a distance for professional development – 

but wouldn’t the ride be so much more enjoyable with a colleague and music friend.  I remember so 

many times in college the words – “ROAD TRIP!”  They still bring fond memories of crazy fast food 

stops and quick-mart junk-food-binges – not to mention the incredible wealth of sharing that oc-

curred during those weekends of becoming road warriors. 

I know that many of our schools won’t provide the time or resources – so if none of there provide to 

be an option – consider a simple email or inner-school copy of an activity to a colleague that has 

been successful for you with the children.  Share the wealth and our organization becomes stronger. 
I wish you many happy returns as I do believe that in sharing our rewards are returned in multitude 
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BOOK AND MUSIC CONNECTIONS    Jennifer Schramm 

“Mrs. O’Leary’s Cow” by Mary Ann Hoberman 

 
Connect historical events that are recorded in 
song to a book and help children to understand 
the relevance of music to history, as well as 
understanding many musical concepts.    
When I was a girl in Chicago, we used to play 
a ball bouncing game to the chant “Mrs. 
O’Leary’s Cow”.  The words can be changed to 
a chant in 6/8 meter:   
 
        1, 2, 3, O’Leary, 4, 5, 6, O’Leary,  
        7, 8, 9 O’Leary, 10, the fire’s out.   
 
We keep the steady beat while bounce pass-
ing the ball under our leg from the outside. Stu-
dents will enjoy this challenge with a play-
ground ball. Change the game to a bounce 
pass game around the circle or between two 
partners in third grade.  Bounce pass on 1, 3, 
4, 6, 7, 9, 10 and fire’s.   Transfer the rhythm of 
the words to wooden barred instruments in G 
pentatonic.  Play non-pitched instruments or 
pentatonic tone clusters on the glockenspiel to 
the bounce pass numbers and words.  Con-
sider using the chant as an introduction to the 
book.   

The book, Mrs. 

O’Leary’s Cow, is clev-

erly written so as to be 

sung to the tune of 

“There’ll Be a Hot Time 

in The Old Town To-

night”.  You can find 

the melody at the back 

of the book.  At the end 

of every two pages, 

there is a series of three repeated words, such as 

“Fire, Fire, Fire”.  These are easily transformed to 

m-r-d patterns, and then transferred to BAG on 

the recorder or the barred instruments.  Small 

groups of children could use the words as a basis 

for melodic improvisation on m-r-d.  Add their im-

provisations to the appropriate places in the book 

to keep your children engaged. 

Publisher: Little Brown and Co. 

ISBN-13 978-0316148405 

Greater Chicago AOSA Workshop Schedule 
 
November  11-14, 2009   AOSA National Conference  in Milwaukee 

 

January 23, 2010   Chapter Share, contact Jennifer Schramm if you’d like to present. 

 

February 27, 2010 Sarah Hassler  Sing, Dance and Play: Using Best Practices  

      of Orff Schlulwerk 

 

 March 20, 2010     Doug Bowser   A Medley of Movement and Music 

 

 April 17, 2010        Jim Solomon How’s They Learn That?  Process Teaching 
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TECHNOLOGY AND MUSIC EDUCATION   Regina Gibbons 

Working with technology may seem daunting for teachers, but it doesn’t have to be. Technology has 
helped me create in-depth lessons and games, and have less clutter. Here are some basic tips for 
integrating technology into music teaching through using common resources. 
 

My ipod holds whole units worth of music, ready at a moment’s notice.  Ipods will work with any 
boombox/stereo that has a microphone jack. Simply insert your ipod into the micro-
phone jack, find a quiet AM station, and you have your own amplification without a 
computer. If you have a clavinova in your music room, you can attach your ipod into 
the aux in jack, and use the clavinova’s speakers as your amplifier. You will need a 3’ 
or 6’ long 1/8 to ¼ inch adapter cord. 
 
 

Powerpoint – is great for adding layers to your lessons and games. 
 It often serves as a good memory aide for setting up instruments,  
showing voice parts, etc.  Using Smartboard software camera or free  
program Capture by George, you can convert your teaching posters into  
presentations. 

 
 
Smartboard software – Use the Lessons Activity Toolkit along with the Gallery 
images to create interactive classroom activities, composing activities, and 
worksheets. You can create your own images and add them to your content. 
Smartboard will also imbed sounds into your notebook files  and add links to 
other files and media. Smartboard’s camera makes it easy to create theory 
games, show melodic motives, or adapt clipart. 

Delicious.com has lots of websites for using powerpoint and smartboard software presentations. 
Cute.pdf – If Adobe Acrobat is not available to you, cutepdf is a free pdf program that will convert 

files into pdfs. 
 

Application of technology for your lessons can make interesting and engaging activities. Email  
Regina at regi3756@hotmail.com for the electronic files mentioned in this article.               Cont. pg 5 
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GCAOSA is going green. You will no longer be 
getting a print edition newsletter through the mail.  
Chicago Schulwerk will also have a new empha-
sis.  The focus of the newsletter will  be on lesson 
plans, book reviews, chapter news, and music 
education articles . This newsletter is for you and 
by you. There will be three newsletters, Fall, Win-
ter, and Spring.  The GCAOSA Board all contrib-
uted to this first emailed version of the newsletter .  

We are looking for peop0le who like to write 
or have ideas they are willing to share.. The 
next newsletter deadline will be Jan. 1. Do 
you have any great winter lesson plans or 
sub plans? Did you get a great idea from one 
of our workshops and expand on it in some 
way? Did you buy a great new material that 
you’d be willing to review? Send your articles 
to the Editor at, KAHummel@aol.com 

CHICAGO SCHULWERK HAS A NEW LOOK!                     

mailto:regi3756@hotmail.com


TECHNOLOGY cont.  

 Here is a lesson example with sample slides: 
 
STEPS, SKIPS, LEAPS – for grades 3 & up 

Powerpoint lesson 
Powerpoint game (with alphabet letters that soar into place to show correct answers) 
Smartboard game (sorting steps, skips, and leaps into columns) 
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IN THE CLASSROOM         Peter Hinch 

FROM LILLIAN’S ARCHIVES 

THANK YOU GCAOSA!  Jennifer Schramm 

 
Quiet streets in Anderson, Indiana greeted me as I drove to Anderson University for an Orff Levels 
course this past summer.   Homegrown hospitality was part of Anderson’s venue.   Thanks to the 
chapter, I was able to relearn the alto recorder, tackle the tenor and bass recorders, revisit the vol-
umes and modes, and rejoice in new movement and folk dance ideas.  
 
Gunild Keetman’s work was emphasized through her contributions in the volumes and Jane Fra-
zee’s new book, “Discovering Keetman”. It was great to find out how talented she was and what 
part of our work has been influenced by her. I plan on working through some of them with my 5 th 
graders this year. 
 

I realize once again how lucky I am to be part of this wonderful local chapter and greater Orff world.  

Thanks for helping me with my professional goals. 



PHOTO GALLERY  September Workshop with Judy Bond 
Come and Sing From Your Heart, Celebrate the Day with Music 

Fall 2009               page 7 


