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President’s Message             Marnie Macke 

 
Spring at last is coming!  And with this new sea-
son we are coming to the close of our 40

th
 Anni-

versary year.  I hope you will be able to join us as 
we finish off the year with a ―bang!‖  For those 
able to get out to the Western suburbs on April 9

th
 

you will not want to miss the opportunity to attend 
a free workshop with our friend, Brian Burnett.  It 
will be held in room 171 in the NIU music building 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Then, of course, for 
our grand finale of the year Jeff Kriske and Randy 
DeLelles will be joining us in Berwyn on the 16

th
 

of April.   
 
Spring also means voting time is here again.  In 
this newsletter you will find information about our 
candidates for Recording Secretary and Treas-
urer.  As we have done for the past couple of 
years we will be accepting ballots in the mail or in 
person at the April meeting.  I would like to say a 
big, ―thank you!‖ to everyone who has stepped up 
to serve on the board or support board this year, 
to every volunteer who has schlepped instru-
ments or helped with food for the snack table.  It 
takes an investment to come early to set up or 
take charge of the video table or make sure pa-
perwork is taken care of.  GCAOSA would not 
work like it does without you! 
 

Don’t forget our April meeting is also the deadline 
for summer grant applications!  While I was fortu-
nate enough to have a college professor who 
strongly favored the Orff process, I was among 
the many who attended workshops for years be-
fore finally taking any Levels course.  I had been 
teaching for 6 years before I took Level I.  I was 
amazed at how much those two weeks began to 
put the puzzle pieces together for me, and how  
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much of a deeper understanding I got of the 
Schulwerk.  I will forever be grateful to this 
chapter for the grant that made the class afford-
able enough for me to embark on the certifica-
tion journey.  If I didn’t have the Orff bug before, 
I surely have it now!  Is it your turn this year? 

GCAOSA Member News 
 
Congratulations to Peter Hinch! Peter has 
been elected to the AOSA National Board of 

Trustees as the Region VI 
Representative. Two other 
GCAOSA members, Sheran 
Fiedler and Judy Kirby, have 
held this position in previous 
years. We are pleased that an-
other GCAOSA member will be 
serving at the national level. 

Peter begins his three year term on July 1st.. 
Peter will do a great job representing the 
chapters of Region VI.  



Greater Chicago AOSA Workshop Schedule 
 

April 9, 2011  Brian Burnett    

Authentic Assessment for Learning in the Music Class.  

At Northern Illinois University  Music Building Room 171 9:00—1:30  

Co-sponsored with the Fox Valley Chapter and NIU Music Department 

 

April 16, 2011 Jeff Kriske & Randy DeLelles  Construction in the Music Classroom 

 

September 17, 2011  Steve Calantropio 

 

October 15, 2011   Lisa Sullivan 
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At the January, 2011 Chapter Share, I presented a session, ―Improving Music Skills of English Lan-
guage Learners.‖  This article summarizes the main points of my presentation.  I hope that this infor-
mation is helpful for our members.  
 
Differentiated instruction is visible in today’s general music classroom.  As music teachers, we know 
that students learn differently.  Therefore, adaptations in instruction is essential.    Specific music 
teaching methods can improve the music skills of English Language Learners.  Suggestions for mu-
sic teaching strategies that benefit English Language Learners are: 
 

 Repetition - During a lesson, say directions, song lyrics and movement instructions several 
times.  Saying words again helps reinforce comprehension. 

 
 Gestures/Actions - When teaching a song, add as many gestures and actions as possible. 

Non verbal activities increase participation in music reading, speaking,  and listening  
 activities.  
 
 Small Groups - When planning lessons, include a variety of large group (entire class)  and 

small group music activities.  Some students prefer sharing ideas   with small groups instead 
of the entire class. 

 
 Labels For Classroom Items - At the beginning of the school year, label the names of the  
 instruments.  Labeling items helps improve musical knowledge. 
 
 Words And Pictures - Take the time to create words and pictures.  The combination of a 

word and picture communicates meaning. 
  
 Picture Books - When reading a picture book to the class, explain new words.  Music and 

book connections help improve musical understanding.  
      

The number of English Language Learners is increasing.  As music teachers, it is our responsibility to 

choose teaching strategies that help English Language Learners succeed in the general music class-

room.     
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Improving Music Skills of English Language Learners                            Karyn Israel 

Picture Gallery—The Colemans 



I found these two elemental books while at the library with my little son. Each one is a gem that 

holds many possibilities to the Orff process teacher.  

    
   My Friends by Taro Gomi  ISBN 078577243X (as a board book)  
 
   ISBN-10: 0811812375, ISBN-13: 9780811812375, Chronicle Books, 1995. 
 
   Lesson for Grade  K-2 
 
   Part A – Song ―I Am Learning‖ (Xylophone part for Teacher & Grade 2 –                                                                            

―Won’t you be my friend?‖ rhythm outlining the chords.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Part B:  (Fill in the blanks. Students will need to dictate rhythm since phrase length can vary de-
pending on the response.) 
 
―I learned to____________from____________.‖                                                              cont. p. 5 
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Two Elemental Book Ideas                                                               Regina Gibbons 
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Each child or each group can talk about something that they learned from someone, or something, 
else. Encourage each child to tell about something he/she learned to do from someone special. For 
example, ―I learned to make pancakes from my daddy. I learned to cook an omelet from my babysit-
ter.‖ (Optional: act out chant during B section, or add as a C section where students create move-
ment based on things they’ve learned from others.)  
 
You may want to have small groups share with each other and then bring it together with teams for 

the big group. To make it easier for younger students, you can limit the response to ―I learned to 

________ from my (specific special person). 

 

The Quiet Book – by Deborah Underwood, Ill. By Renata Liwska  

ISBN-10: 9780547215679 Houghton Mifflin Books for Children, 2010. 

 

The Quiet Book is homage to all types of quiet. There are many kinds of 

quiet. What kind of quiet is it? This book uses the formula, ―Quiet can 

be…..‖ for displaying situations, moods, emotions, and delightful mo-

ments in a thought-provoking, gentle, and fun-loving way. The animal 

characters add much appeal the story as the artwork weaves the characters and events together. It 

is a wonderful platform to have a class discussion emphasizing the meaning of silence and the 

power of the musical rest. It opens up to lots of possible movement exploration with mood and char-

acter.   

Two Elemental Book Ideas      cont.                                                          

Picture Gallery 
Adam Foley 



Nominees for GCAOSA Board 

Treasurer 
Melissa Marchman has been teaching for 27 years and currently teaches at 
W. C. Petty Elementary School in Antioch and is the Assistant Director of the 
Antioch Community High School Madrigal Choir & Jazz Choir. She holds 
Bachelor degrees in Music Education and Mathematics from Eastern Illinois 
University and a Master’s  Degree in Music Education from the University of 
Northern Colorado. Melissa has completed Orff Levels l & II at Mount Mary 
College in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. She has been an active member of 

GCAOSA for 12 years and is a member of AOSA, MENC, and ACDA.  
 
Statement: I have a strength in working with numbers and I think I can best help the chapter by be-
ing the treasurer. GCAOSA has given me so much in my teaching that I feel it only right to help give 
back to the chapter with my abilities and contributions. GCAOSA is a great organization and I feel 
privileged to serve it as the treasurer. 
 

Deanna Varagona has been teaching for one year at St. Sylvester School in Chi-
cago. She has been a professional musician and composer for over 20 years and 
a private music instructor since 1979. Deanna has earned degrees in Computer 
Accounting  from Branell Business College and in Recording Industry Manage-
ment  from Middle Tennessee State University. She has been a member of 
GCAOSA for one year. Deanna is new to Orff Schulwerk and is eager to learn as 
much as she can . 
 

Statement: GCAOSA’s workshops are fantastic. I hope that I can add to the support our chapter 
does for the teachers in our region.  
 

Recording Secretary 
 

Regina Gibbons has been teaching for 8 years and formerly taught  Pre K—8th 
General Music at St. Cletus School in La Grange. She holds a Bachelor of Music 
from Elmhurst College and a  Master of Music Education from  Vandercook Col-
lege. Regina has completed Orff Levels I & II and has some training in Dalcroze 
and Music Together. She has been a member of GCAOSA & AOSA for over 8 
years. 

 
Statement: I have greatly enjoyed being a part of the GCAOSA board for the last 4 years. I would 
like to continue assisting this wonderful organization in its mission .  

 
Jason Glashauser has been teaching for 9 years and currently teaches at Con-
cord East Side Elementary School. He has earned a Bachelors in music perform-
ance (horn) from the University of Toledo, a Masters in music performance (horn) 
from Western Michigan University, and a Teaching certification from Trinity Chris-
tian College. Jason has completed Orff Level 1 at Vandercook College and Orff 
Level 2 at DePaul University.  He has been a member of GCAOSA for over 5 
years.    

            Cont. p. 7 
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Nominees cont. 
 
Statement: GCAOSA has been instrumental to my success as an elementary school general music 
teacher, and I am running for the position of recording secretary as a way of giving back to the or-
ganization.  Somewhat related experience includes preparing minutes for my school district’s music 
data team meetings and employment for one very long non-teaching year as an assistant editor for 
the Instrumentalist magazine.  Dedication to the GCAOSA is evident in the fact that I still regularly 
attend meetings despite having moved from Chicago to Elkhart, Indiana.  In terms of Orff back-
ground, I will be taking level 3 this summer, so I should have a full grasp of all things bordun related 
by the time the fall semester commences! 
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GCAOSA BOARD BALLOT 
 
 
 

 Treasurer      Recording Secretary 
 
 _____ Melissa Marchman   ____ Regina Gibbons 
 
 _____ Deanna Varagona   ____ Jason Glashauser 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mail completed ballot to Marnie Macke, 1021 Augusta Avenue, Elgin 60120 by April 10  or 
bring to the April 17

th
 workshop. 

Picture Gallery—The Colemans 


