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Welcome	  to	  the	  fall	  2014	  edi2on	  of	  our	  GCAOSA	  newsle=er!	  	  I	  
hope	  your	  school	  year	  has	  already	  been	  enriched	  by	  the	  
marvelous	  dancing,	  music-‐making,	  and	  storytelling	  of	  Peter	  and	  
Mary	  Alice	  Amidon	  at	  our	  September	  workshop	  and	  by	  the	  
flawless	  and	  thoughKul	  process	  of	  Connie	  Van	  Engen	  in	  October.	  	  
As	  incoming	  president	  of	  our	  chapter,	  I	  was	  honored	  to	  carry	  
our	  Greater	  Chicago	  banner	  while	  GCAOSA	  members	  played	  so	  
beau2fully	  at	  the	  AOSA	  Conference	  Banner	  Roll	  Call	  in	  Nashville.	  	  
Thank	  you	  to	  all	  who	  made	  the	  commitment	  to	  rehearse	  and	  
play	  and	  special	  thanks	  to	  the	  directors	  for	  crea2ng	  such	  
charming	  and	  memorable	  performances—Manju	  Durairaj,	  Peter	  
Hinch,	  Jason	  Krumwiede,	  Jennifer	  Schramm,	  and	  Pam	  Wiese.	  	  I	  
hope	  all	  of	  you	  basked	  in	  the	  apprecia2on	  of	  the	  crowd	  
because,	  as	  Dr.	  Rene	  Boyer	  shared	  with	  me	  later,	  it	  truly	  was	  the	  
highlight	  of	  the	  Opening	  Ceremony.	  	  Kudos	  to	  Manju	  for	  

another	  well-‐presented	  session	  at	  AOSA	  on	  introducing	  Indian	  music	  through	  the	  Schulwerk,	  and	  
congratula2ons	  on	  her	  new	  publica2on,	  Technology	  in	  Today’s	  Music	  Classroom.	  	  	  

Our	  chapter	  is	  grateful	  for	  the	  hard	  work	  and	  leadership	  of	  our	  out-‐going	  officers	  and	  board	  members:	  	  
president	  Manju	  Durairaj,	  past	  president	  Marnie	  Mackie,	  corresponding	  secretary	  Janet	  Tindell,	  
program	  chair	  Jennifer	  Schramm,	  assistant	  program	  chair	  Leslie	  Pretkelis,	  newsle=er	  editor	  Kathy	  
Hummel,	  and	  member-‐at-‐large	  Carol	  Vrotny.	  	  Manju	  and	  Jennifer	  con2nue	  to	  
serve	  on	  the	  board	  as	  past	  president	  and	  member-‐at-‐large,	  and	  we	  welcome	  to	  
the	  board	  or	  to	  new	  posi2ons	  vice	  president	  Pam	  Wiese,	  corresponding	  
secretary	  Daniel	  Ewen,	  program	  chair	  Marcie	  Kumor,	  assistant	  program	  chair	  
Leslie	  Prui=,	  newsle=er	  editor	  Jason	  Krumwiede,	  and	  member-‐at-‐large	  Vicki	  
Walters-‐Beach.	  	  	  We	  appreciate	  the	  con2nued	  service	  of	  webmaster	  Marcie	  
Kumor,	  treasurer	  Regina	  Gibbons,	  recording	  secretary	  Liz	  Moore,	  member-‐at-‐
large	  Meeghan	  Binder,	  historian	  Peter	  Hinch,	  hospitality	  Nancy	  Chlumsky,	  and	  
resource	  librarian	  Penny	  Johnson.	  Special	  thanks	  to	  past	  treasurer	  Melissa	  
Marchman,	  who	  helped	  out	  with	  registra2on	  when	  Regina	  could	  not	  be	  there,	  
and	  to	  past	  program	  chair	  Caitlin	  Lucci,	  who	  helped	  with	  transi2on	  and	  file	  
recovery	  this	  summer.	  
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Mark your calendars! 
Chapter Share 

“Make and Take” 
January 24, 2015


9am-1pm
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As	  you	  can	  see	  from	  my	  long	  list	  of	  acknowledgments,	  it	  
takes	  many	  hands	  to	  keep	  our	  vibrant	  chapter	  strong.	  	  	  I	  
invite	  every	  member	  to	  help	  in	  some	  way,	  small	  or	  large.	  	  
Please	  share	  your	  ideas,	  bring	  friends	  and	  colleagues	  to	  
our	  workshops,	  and	  let	  us	  know	  about	  job	  openings.	  	  Sign	  
up	  at	  least	  once	  this	  school	  year	  to	  come	  early	  to	  set	  up	  
instruments,	  to	  help	  with	  hospitality,	  or	  to	  help	  with	  
transporta2on	  for	  our	  presenters.	  	  Our	  board	  mee2ngs	  
are	  held	  a_er	  every	  workshop,	  so	  we	  also	  appreciate	  any	  
help	  pu`ng	  instruments	  away	  and	  cleaning	  up.	  	  Consider	  
running	  for	  a	  board	  posi2on—treasurer	  and	  recording	  
secretary	  will	  be	  on	  the	  ballot	  next	  spring.	  	  Perhaps	  you	  
can	  present	  a	  make-‐and-‐take	  idea	  at	  our	  January	  Chapter	  Share	  mee2ng?	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Please	  mark	  your	  calendars	  for	  our	  chapter	  share	  (1/24)	  and	  workshops	  by	  Thom	  Bordon	  (2/21),	  Brent	  
Holl	  (3/21),	  and	  Jay	  Broeker	  (4/18).	  	  We	  are	  blessed	  to	  have	  so	  many	  talented	  local	  members	  who	  
present	  at	  our	  chapter	  share	  workshops,	  as	  well	  as	  to	  be	  able	  to	  afford	  so	  many	  na2onal-‐level	  
presenters.	  	  I	  look	  forward	  to	  singing,	  dancing,	  playing	  and	  crea2ng	  with	  you	  next	  year!	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Maryann	  
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 2014-2015 

Maryann Loda, president                    
maryann@lodanet.com  

Manju Durairaj, past-president 
mdurairaj@latinschool.org 

Pam Wiese, vice-president 
gcaosapam@gmail.com  

Marcie Kumor, program chair 
marciekumor@yahoo.com  

Leslie Thornton, assistant program chair 
lulu2608@gmail.com  

Regina Gibbons, treasure 
regi3756@hotmail.com  

Daniel Ewen, corresponding secretary 
danieljewen@yahoo.com  
  
Liz Moore, recording secretary 
lm9191952@comcast.net  

Jennifer Schramm, member-at- large 
jennifer.schramm711@gmail.com  

Meeghan Binder, member-at-large 
meeghan.binder@gmail.com  

Jason Krumwiede, member-at-large, newsletter 
musicalnut1@mac.com  

Vicki Walters-Beach, member-at-large 
vicki11882@hotmail.com  

Peter Hinch, historian 
hinsdale582@gmail.com  

Nancy Chulmsky, hospitality 
holkadraha@gmail.com  

Penny Johnson, resource librarian 
pfj1660@gmail.com  
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Upcoming Workshops 
January	  24th,	  2015	  	  	  9AM	  to	  1PM	  
“Chapter	  Share”	  
Chapter Members will share in a “make and take” workshop creating manipulatives to use in the classroom.

February	  21st,	  2015	  	  9AM	  to	  1PM	  
“Using	  Children’s	  Literature	  in	  the	  Music	  Classroom”	  

Thom	  Borden	  	  	  
Through the generations, rhymes, poems, and stories have been treasures of literacy.  This   
course will address musical concepts while providing singing games and movement activities 
that engage students.  Using body percussion with poetry, Orff with children’s literature, and 
movement with listening selections, students will learn how to choose children’s literature 
selections that connect to the music concepts taught.

March	  21st,	  2015	  	  	  9AM	  to	  1PM	  
“Singing	  to	  learn	  and	  ac2ve	  listening”	  

Brent	  Holl	  
Using canons, movement, Orff instruments and recorders, we can learn the basics of singing 
in choir.  This workshop highlights the basics: Posture, Breathing, Consonants, Vowels, and 
Rhythm.   We’ll discuss process, materials, and techniques and we’ll sing, move, and play!

April	  18th,	  2015	  	  	  

“Planning	  for	  Understanding:	  	  Curriculum	  Development	  in	  Orff	  Schulewerk”	  
Jay	  Broeker	  
The Orff Schulwerk approach invites young musicians to speak, move, sing, and play 
instruments in playful exploration of musical ideas and creative processes.  If thoughtfully 
sequenced over time, these experiences enable students to develop understanding of the 
musical dimensions of rhythm, pitch, timbre, texture, form, and other expressive elements.  
The Schulwerk, however, only suggests ways to approach and develop the materials, leaving 
a significant amount of work to individual teachers to craft a meaningful sequence of 
learning opportunities.  This entrusts to (and requires of) practitioners considerable work to 
craft a personalized curriculum fitting their own students and teaching situation.  This 
workshop models principles and sequences of experiences that lead students to develop 

essential musical skills and understandings in pitch and rhythm as suggested by the Orff Schulwerk volumes.
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Experiencing Orff in Africa 

Orff-Afrique Course


This past summer, I participated in the Orff-Afrique course in 
Ghana.  The course was led by Kofi Gbolonyo and organized by 
the San Francisco Orff Course.  The course was attended by 35 
teachers from 11 different countries.  Our classes were led by Kofi, 
Doug Goodkin, Sofia Lopez-Ibor, James Harding and several local 
teachers from Ghana.  After flying into Accra, we went on bus to 
the village of Dzodze in the Volta region.  Our stay in Dzodze lasted 
one week.  During this first week, we had class during the day in 
traditional song, drumming, dance, xylophones and Ghanaian 
flute.  We took trips to village schools, churches, homes and 
markets.  In the evenings, local music groups came and performed 

for us.  There were many highlights from the first week.  One highlight was the performances by 
the children of Nunya Academy.  They danced, drummed and shared children’s games.  
Another highlight was the ceremony with a village chief in which Kofi honored Sofia Lopez-Ibor 
for her important role in his education.  The second week of the trip, we traveled to Ho.  We 
continued with drumming and dance classes.  We also participated in a choral music class.  In 
our busy schedule we made time for some field trips exploring local weavers and cloth printers 
and once again there were performances every evening.  At the end of the second week we 
traveled to Cape Coast for some sight-seeing and toured a slave castle.  I enjoyed witnessing 
the community music making, rituals and visiting the children in their schools.  This was a 
terrific adventure and I recommend the trip to anyone interested in seeing the culture first hand!       
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Marcie Kumor 

GCAOSA �4

AOSA Conference Nashville 2014 
THANK YOU!!! 

There were more than country stars in Nashville during the AOSA national 
professional development conference.  Many GCAOSA members were shining stars!  

Our chapter was honored to play music for the banner roll call during the 
welcoming ceremony.  Several members stepped forward to direct. The stars were 
Manju Durairaj, Peter Hinch, Jason Krumwiede, Jennifer Schramm and Pam Wiese. 
Many members stepped forward to play.  Thank you to the stars  Katrina Beck, Judy 
Friesen, Bonny Lundin-Scheer, Kathy Hummel, Mona Mann, Erin Basch, Ben Mann, 

Tracy Kay, Marnie Macke, Tehra Hiolski, Danielle Wetle, Mike Tangorra, Carmen 
Hauser.  Several members also presented.  Those chapter stars were Jean Hersey, 

Manju Durairaj and Bonny Lundin-Scheer.  Congratulations to all our chapter stars! 
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Lesson Corner 

Diversity  
Manju Durairaj  
manjuorff@gmail.com  

Performing and Visual Arts can be powerful media to evoke first curiosity, then a growing 
awareness, and eventually an understanding of the diversity in our world in general and our 
community in particular. Supporting diversity is defined in many ways by many institutions 
and individuals, to include an awareness and respect for all people and communities who 
differ in race, religion, caste, creed, ethnicity, gender identification, color, sexual orientation, 
socio-economics, physical and intellectual skills and ability, and a host of other differences. 

As music educators, the very nature of the subject we teach leads us to promote an 
understanding of diversity in a way that goes beyond verbal definitions and political 
correctness. Experiencing facilitates awareness and understanding in a way that explaining 
cannot. Mindful understanding ultimately leads to empathy and respect. 

Often, we find ourselves hampered by administrative policies, schedules, and matters 
beyond our control. However, in situations where we have the liberty to include music of 
varying genres, styles, and cultures, we find ourselves with the power to bring about this 
respect and understanding for the diversity within our community. 

In 2013, the AOSA Executive Board set up a Diversity Commission to identify needs, to 
collect and collate information, and finally provide resources that can support our members 
in dealing with diversity issues in their institution or community. The commission consists of 
Joan Stansbury, Thom Borden, Judy Barthwell, Cecelia Wang, Luis Delgado, Armando 
Campos, and myself. 

Holiday Performances – Inclusion of Islamic and Hindu Celebrations 

In this article, I would like to share with you a couple of pieces that may provide Moslem and 
Hindu students with an opportunity to share their celebrations and traditions with their peers. 
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Diwali Dandiya 

For Hindus, Diwali is one of the most important Indian festivals of the year and is celebrated 
in families by performing traditional activities together in their homes. Diwali or Divali is a 
contraction of the Sanskrit word Deepavalli that means "row of lamps". Small clay lamps 
filled with oil are lighted to signify the triumph of good over evil. These lamps remain lit 
through the night and houses are cleaned to welcome the goddess Lakshmi. 

Firecrackers are burst to drive away evil spirits. During Diwali, all the celebrants wear new 
clothes, and share sweets and snacks with family members and friends. 

Diwali/Deepavalli in some regions, is considered to be the celebration 
of the marriage of Lakshmi with Lord Vishnu. In the eastern state of 
Bengal the festival is dedicated to the worship of Mother Kali, the dark 
goddess of strength. Lord Ganesha, the elephant-headed 

God, the symbol of auspiciousness and wisdom, is worshiped in most 
Hindu homes on this day. For Jains, Deepavalli has an added 
significance to the event of Lord Mahavira attaining nirvana. Diwali also 
commemorates the return of Lord Rama along with Sita, his wife and 
Lakshman, his loyal brother, after his fourteen-year exile and his victory 

over the demon-king Ravana. In joyous celebration of the return of their king, the people lit 
up the kingdom with earthen diyas (oil lamps) and burst crackers. 

Dandiya is a folk dance, from the state of Gujarat, India. It is now a popular social dance in 
Indian communities all over the world. The name originates from the word ‘dandi’ or ‘stick’. 
Each dancer has a pair of dandiya sticks. However, pulli, lummi, or longer rhythm sticks that 
are more widely available may be substituted. 

4 Step Dandiya - Double Circle Formation 
Strike Right stick with partner 
Strike Left stick with partner 
Strike own sticks together 
Strike partner’s right stick with right stick and Twirl or spin left to new partner 
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Ramadan, Eid-ul-Fitr, and Eid-ul-Adha 

Ramzan or Ramadan, as it is commonly called in the West, is the ninth month of the Islamic 
lunar calendar. Ramzan, literally can mean ‘scorched’, or ‘scarcity’ or ‘having a paucity or 
dearth of’. During the month of Ramzan, Moslems awake before dawn to pray and breakfast. 
They fast and do good deeds throughout the day, and break their fast after sunset. This is a 
month during which fasting is done to empathize with those who are in need. Children, the 
sick and elderly are exempt from fasting. The feast of Eid-ul-Fitr signals the end of 
Ramadan. 

Please contact me for a piece on Eid-ul-Adha. 

Speaker 1: The Ninth month of the Islamic year 
The month called Ramadan 
 Moslem children far and near  
celebrate Ramadan 
Refrain:  Salaam Ailekum, Ramzan Mubarak 
                Salaam Ailekum, Ramzan Mubarak 
Speaker 2: From dawn to dusk  
each day Of the month of Ramadan 
Moslem children fast and pray  
to celebrate Ramadan 
Refrain:  Salaam Ailekum, Ramzan Mubarak  
               Salaam Ailekum, Ramzan Mubarak 
Speaker 3: It’s a wonderful happy day 
At the end of Ramadan 
Moslem children smile and say 
Refrain:  Salaam Ailekum, Eid Mubarak  
               Salaam Ailekum, Eid Mubarak 
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ATTENTION!! ATTENTION!! 

Help make our newsletters useful tools!   Let this be an 
opportunity to share info.  I am always looking for 
materials.  If you have anything to contribute please 
contact me at musicalnut1@mac.com.  

Possibilities are…

Book Corner
Do you have a book your have come across that would 
work itself well into your curriculum for the movement 
and music classroom?  

Classroom/Recorder Lesson
Share a lesson you’ve created.  What better way to 
connect our chapter by sharing!

Articles
have you read an article recently you think would be a 
great to share within our community? 
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Board member opportunity 
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GCAOSA BOARD OPENINGS!!! 

Have	  you	  ever	  wanted	  to	  be	  part	  of	  the	  Greater	  Chicago	  AOSA	  executive	  board?	  	  Well,	  here	  
is	  your	  chance!	  	  This	  year	  we	  need	  to	  elect	  a	  new	  Treasurer,	  as	  well	  as	  a	  Recording	  
Secretary.	  	  Please	  see	  the	  job	  descriptions	  for	  these	  positions,	  if	  one	  of	  these	  positions	  
sounds	  good	  to	  you,	  or	  if	  you	  have	  questions,	  please	  call	  or	  email	  Pam	  Wiese	  at:	  
gcaosapam@gmail.com	  or	  708-‐860-‐0451.	  

Duty of the Treasurer to  
a. act as custodian of all funds of the chapter. 
b. keep a true and accurate account of all monies received and disbursed. 
c. issue payment for bills. 
d. collect dues and workshop registration fees. 
e. prepare financial reports for Chapter meetings. 
f. prepare and submit the chapter annual financial report for National AOSA. 
g. Arrange for an annual audit 

Duty of the Recording Secretary to 
a. record and distribute the minutes of the GCAOSA Board and the Executive 

Board and maintain them in a permanent file. 
b. submit Chapter news articles to Reverberations.  

I hope you will consider running for one of these offices, each of these offices is for a 
period of 2 years.  As vice president, I look forward to working with you! 
          Pam Wiese 

Explore.   Create.   Play. 
Get involved…be part of the board!!!
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GREATER CHICAGO AMERICAN ORFF SCHULWERK ASSOCIATION 
 

NOMINATION FOR BOARD POSITION 
 

POSITIONS FOR CONSIDERATON 
Recording Secretary 

Treasurer 
 
Name____________________________________________________________________  

Your School Name and Position_________________________________________________ 

Number of Years Taught _____________________________________________ 

Are you a current member of GCAOSA?     _______YES        _______ NO 

How many years have you been an active member of GCAOSA  

(minimum of 2 consecutive years)? _______  

Are you a current member of the National AOSA   _______YES        _______ NO 

E-MAIL ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

BOARD POSITION FOR CONSIDERATION:_______________________________________ 

 
Professional Background Highlights and Training (include Orff training experience): 
 
 
 
 
 
Reason for considering a GCAOSA Board Position: 
 
 
 
 
Statement for publication (this statement will be published in the newsletter): 
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Photo Share 
Peter and Mary Alice Amidon
September 20, 2014
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Connie Van Engen
Saturday, October 18, 2014
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Conference Nashville 2014
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Saying good-bye to a dear friend

Marsden "Mars" Longden of Evanston, IL (1943-2014), beloved 
husband, best friend, and partner of wife Sanna in both dance 
and in life, died suddenly and unexpectedly on October 4th, 
2014 at Evanston Hospital at the age of 71. Along with Sanna, 
Mars was a celebrated world dance educator who taught and 
performed in the U.S. and around the globe, and led a popular 
Evanston-based international dance group for over 30 years. He 
also took great joy in singing, and performed as a tenor with 
numerous local theatrical and opera groups. Mars was also a 
trusted financial planner and the co-founder of Folkstyle 
Productions, which provides resources for dance education. 


